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His plan was to turn the Italian positions on the right
between the conical mountain near the road and the hills
covered with tuia and cactus : then to attack the positions
in the rear which would be less well protected than those
in the front line. In our glasses we could see the camps
quite open. Standing alone, the property of the local
hereditary chief Dedjazmatch Aberra Tadla, which had
been burnt some days before, offered an excellent point of
concentration in the rear. It stood on a hill and the double
wall of stone which surrounded it could serve as fortification
all ready for us. The Italians were taking no great pre-
cautions against the Ethiopian artillery : they were not
afraid of it.

A small Ethiopian detachment had to turn the enemy's
attention in the direction of his front.

Towards evening the Emperor summoned all his high
chiefs and showed them from the mountain top where
they had to go and, point after point, how they were to
attack the rear enemy positions.

It was the first time since the war began that Ethiopian
commanders knew wThat they had to do and saw the terrain
over which they were going to attack. For lack of any
service of information or of a regular system of pickets or
advanced posts we still knew nothing about the numbers or
the disposition of the enemy.

" You will find me with the reserves near that mountain
covered with the cactus/' the Emperor concluded, " I will
send reinforcements wherever there is any difficulty."

The Emperor was very animated. He turned from side
to side of the ring of chiefs, who listened to him in silence.
Correct as ever in his European dress, his beard and mous-
taches neat and trim, what a contrast he presented to the
mass around him . . . each dressed according to his
fancy, most of them enveloped in their shammas and
bernous, or with a muffler twisted round their necks.

There was a time when some of them had intrigued
against the future Emperor, then Heir to the Throne. He
had forgiven them. Others owed their career to him;
they were chosen by him, educated and given high positions
in spite of their obscure origin.

But most of them were illiterate, ignorant alike of foreign
languages and of the Western method of warfare.